Guthrie, D.A., " Bird Surveys along the Santa Clara River, 1994; Castaic
Creek Downstream to just below LasBrisas Crossing” (July 5, 1994; 1994B)



EBIRD SURVEYS ALCNG THE SANTA CLIARA RIVER, 1994
CASTAIC CREEK DOWNSTREAM TG JUST BELOW LAS BRISAS CROSSING

Prepared for: Bob Braly
Newhall Land ana Farming
23823 valencia blvd.
Valencia, Ca. 91355

Preparea Ly: LCaniel A. Guthrie
WM. Keck Science Center
Claremont Colleges
925 No lills Ave.
Clarement, Ca. 51711

July 5, 1994

07T RSORISH)




Bira Surveys along the Santa Clara River, 1994
Castaic Creek downstream to just below [as Brisas Crossing

Daniel A. Guthrie

h.le Keck Science Center
Clareront Colleges

§25 N, titlls Ave,
Claremont, Ca. 91711

July 5, 1994

Nature and Scope of Surveys

Curing the spring and early summer of 1994 a survey was ccnducted of the
section of the Santa Clara River between its confluence with Castaic Creek and
a point just below the Las Erisas bridge over the Santa Clara River. The total.
length of the section surveyed was 7.5 miles. For convenience in surveying,
this section was adivided into two portions at the Los Angeles - Ventura County
line.

Surveys were conducted according to proceaures set out in U.S. Fish and
wWilalife Service guidelines for Least Bell's Vireo surveys, except that no
surveys were conauctea in July. All surveys were conductea cn foot by observers
well acquainted with both visual and auaitory patterns of southern California
birds. Surveys occurred every otner week between April 1 ana July 1, except when
weather conditions caused some delay, and cccurred between 6 and 10 a.m. Because
of the wiath of the river, the north ana south sides of the river were walked on
alternate surveys. All biras sighted were counted, but special anphasis was
placea on finding brown—-headed cowbiras and least Eell's vireos as well as other
Species or Special Concern. Tapes of territorial calls of Eell's vireos ang
wlllow tlycatchers were playec in areas where no pirds of eitner species were
observea or heard. 1In areas where vireos and flycatchers were heard no tapes
were rlayed, and care was taken to not closely approach singing biras so as to
cause as little aisturbance as possible to these species. Fersonnel for all
surveys were Caniel A. Guthrie, Judith A, Sugden, ana Ricnarc F. Clements.

Cbservations

Bird okservations for the two sections of river studiec are presented in
tables 1 ana 2. This section of the Santa Clara Kiver was not regularly surveyed
betore 1993. Cbservations were comparen to a similar survey, conauctea in 1993
and to previous surveys of adjacent sections of the river immediately upstream
from this section.

The Santa Clara kiver experiencea heavy tlooaing auring the early spring of
1993 which qestroyed much of the wet riparian growth along the river. 1In 1994
some nanor flooding occurrea cut this Gid not camage recovering rigarian growth.
tiowever, an 0il pipeline rupture curing the winter sgillea oil along the whole
section ot this survey. Cil removal operations involved rucn culldozing of the
river channel immediately adjacent to the stream. Spring rains maae for an
excellent growing season ana Ly the peginning of the survey period there was no



evidence of either an o0il spill or flooaing. Riparian vegetation agpeared in
excellent condition. The flooding of 1993 created many low areas along the river
acjacent to the main cnannel and these damp areas Supported much new growth in
wet gravel which by the ena of the census period had attained heights of over 6
teet.

Bira numbers observed in 1994 censuses along the river appear very similar
to observations in 1993. Numbers of wet riparian species (song sparrow, Common
yellowthroat, are very similar between the two years as are numbers of species
nesting in riparian woodland. (chat, yellow warbler, Bewick's and house wren).
During late June, numbers of many species increased as young birds fledged, and
agaitional species fram coastal sage areas bordering the river began to appear
in censuses (rhainopepla, lazuli bunting, lark sparrow). Species that utilize
the sandbars along the river (killdeer, spotted sandpiper) also were about the
same for the two years. '

Despite the narrowness of the riparian zone near Las Brisas Crossing, this
section of the river is one of the best in terms of avian density and diversity.

Caments on. Species of Special Concern

Least Bell's Vireo

Singing least Bell's vireos were heard and observed near the Los Angeles -
Ventura County line. A colony of vireos was found in this location in past
years. Figure 1, shows the location and aates of all vireo sightings. To avoid
disturbance of vireos, the section where vireos were present was surveyea from
the top of the bank north of vireo habitat. In accordance with Fish and wildlife
regulations, no tape recordings were played. Therefore, not all birds were
observed auring every census. Lowever, on several occasions non-singing birds
assumed to be females were observed near male birds. A probable maximum of 6
singing males of which 4 had mates were observed at this location.

All vireos in this area were sighted along the northern ecge of the wet
rigarian zone along the Santa Clara River. Vegetation consistea of salt bush,

. sachharis and willow.

In aadition to these sightings, a pair of least Bell's Vireos were observed
in June west of this area, as indicatec on figure 1. A second pair were observed
on the south side of the Santa Clara River approximately 200 yards upstream from
the Las Brisas bridge (Fig. 1), also in June.

Brown-headed Cowbirds were regularly observed along all sections of the
Santa Clara River, as indicated by census numbers in tables 1 and 2. There
arpeared to kte no greater concentration of cowbirds in the vicinity of least
Eell's vireos than along other sections of the river. <Cowbirds appeared to
regularly patrol the riparian vegetation zone along the river ana were often seen
flying up and down the river during censuses.

The colony of least Bell's vireos at the County line shows an increase in
numbers from last year count of three pair. This increase apparently involves



Least Bell's Vireo sightings, 1994,
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some recruitment of incividuals from other areas. Although no banding has
LiCuLIrec ¢¢ til: c1te, at least one arxi probably more of the kirds are banded.
1i1lS Leans that ti:ey nsve 1nnlgrated to the area from other vireo colonies in
Southern California, most likely those downstream along the Santa Clara River,

Cooper's Hawk

Cne and possibly two pairs of Cocoper's Hawk were present along the river
during the census period. Cooper’s Hawk is listed as a Specles of Concern by the
State of California.

This species (previously called black-shoulcered kite) is considered a
Special Animal by the State of California. One pair of kites nested along the
censusea section of the Santa Clara River.

Willow Flycatcher

This species is considered a Category 1 Canaicate for listing under the
Federal Endangerea Species Act. Willow flycatchers were once widespread in wet
riparian woodland in southern California but now only a few individuals exist in
southern California. The main Califcrnia breeding populations of this species
are along the Kern River and in northern California. Individuals of this species
that were observed could not be relocated on subsequent visits to the area,
suggesting that those observed were migrants passing through the area.

Loggerhead Shrike

The loggerheaa shrike is a Candicate Speclies uncer the Federal Engangered
Species Act. A single snrike, observed on May Sth, was prokably a bird visiting
the riparian zone from nearby coastal sage areas where the species nests.

Yellow Warbler

This species is considered a Species of Special Concern by the State of
California. Up to 20 pair of Yellow Wwarblers nested in the wet riparian
vegetation along the surveyed section of the Santa Clara kiver.

Yellow-breasted Chat
This species is listea as a Species of Special Concern by the State of

California. Approximately 15 pair of chats nested along the surveyea section of
the Santa Clara Kkiver, mostly within Ventura County.



Sumner Tanager

The summer tanager is listed as a Species of Special Concern by the State of
California. A single tanager was observed on May l6th. Tanagers nest in
rigarian wooalanas, but given the cate, this indiviaual might have been a migrant

rather than a summer resicent.




Teble 1. Bird Cbservations along the Santa Clara River System, 1994: Santa Clara
River from Castaic Creek confluence to Ventura County Line.

Species gate: 4-18 55 5-16 6-2 6-14 6-30 Status
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Table 1 (cont.). Bird Cbservations along the Santa Clara Kiver System, 1994:
Santa Clara River from Castaic Creek confluence to Ventura County Line.

Species date: 4-18 5-5 5-16  6—2 6-14 6-30 Status
Fhainopepla - - - - 1 14 kK
Eurcpean Starling 4 12 11 7 16 12 K
warbling vireo - 3 - - - - M
Crange—-cr. warbler 2 - - - - - M
Yellow Wwarbler 2 7 7 4 4 - M,S
Yellow- r. Warbler 5 - - - - - W,M
Commnon Yellowthroat 6 3 4 5 2 19 R
Wilson's warbler - 6 1 - - - M
Yellow-br. Chat 1 4 3 1 - 27 S
Western Tanager - 2 - - - - M
Black=headed Grosbeak 7 6 9 10 7 18 S.
Blue Grosbeak - 3 —- 2 1 12. 5.
Lazuli Bunting. -~ - - 1 - 7 s
Rufous-sidea Towhee 5 11 9 9 9 13 R
California Towhee 8 10 4 1 6 17 R
Song Sparrow 21 20 17 21 17 24 R
Red-winged. Blackbird 10 2 3 27 - 42 s
Brewer's Blackbirad 1l - - 3 -~ - R
Brown-headed Cowbird 4 10 8 13 4 25 s
Northern Oriole - 4 - - - 2 S
House Finch - 4 2 - 4 10 R
Lesser Goldfinch 7 6 24 14 7 - R.
Lawrence's Goldfinch - - - 3 - - R
American Goldfinch 10 - -~ - - - W,M
Total Species: 40 47 42 45 44 45

Total Individuals: 255 594 339 445 377 913

Total Species on all visits: 72
Total Possible Breeding Species: 52

Status: M - Migrant; R - Kesident; S - Summer Cnly; W -~ Winter Cnly

() = Young Birds




Table 2, Bird Chbservations along the Santa Clara River System, 19%94: Santa Clara
River from Ventura County Line to Western Limit of Las Brisas Ranch.

Species date: 4-18 5-5 5-16 6-2 6-14 6-28 Status
Great Blue Heron - - - - 1l 1 M
Great Egret - - - - - 1 M
Green Heron - 2 - 1 - - R
Bl. cr. Night Heron - - - 1l ., - - R?
Mallard 3 B 9 27 11 51 R
Turkey vulture - 1 3 - 6 - S
white-tailed Kite 1 1 2 1 3 2 R
Cooper's Hawk - - - 1 1 - R
Red-shouldered Hawk 1 2 5 3 3 3 R
Red-tailed Hawk 3 1 2 - 1 2. R
American Kestrel - - - - - 1 R
California Cuail 31. 27 31 12. 28 8 R
Killdeer 12 15 15 22. 9 16 R
Spotted Sandpiper 1 7 4 10 2 14 S
Common Snipe - 1 - - - - M
Comestic Pigeon 3 ~ 50 2 4 6 R
llourning Dove 11 ) 16 18 13 11 R
Common Ground LDove 1 - - 1 - - R
Greater Roadrunner - - 1 - - - R
Great Horned Owl 1 2{(1) 2 1 1l -- R
Vaux's Swift - 9 10 -- - - M
White-throated Swift - - - 1 - - R?
Black-ch. Hummingbird 12 7 4 5 - 6 s
Anna's Hummingbird 22. 11, 16 12 9 12 R
Costa's Hummingbird - 2 3 5 2 - S
Belted Kingfisher 1 - 1 - - - M
Acorn Woodpecker - - - - - 1 R
Nuttall's woodpecker 12 11 18 14 16 9 R
Lowny Woodpecker 4 5 10 5 12 13 R
Hairy woodpecker 2 1 3 1 3 7 R
Northern Flicker - 1 - - - - R
hestern Wood Peviee - - 1l - - - M
Willow Flycatcher - 2 - - - - M
Black Phoebe 3 3 4 6 7 10 R
Ash~thr. Flycatcher 22 11 16 11 13 24 S
Wwestern Kingbird 1l 1 1 2 2 4 S
Violet-green Swallow 20 105 95 3 - - M?
N. Fough-w. Swallow 43 150 64 60 40 32 S
Barn Swallow - 10 - - - - M
Cliff Swallow 200 200 156 300 200 225 S
Scrub Jay 12 19 13 21 12 18 R
Aserican Crow 9 44 26 5 11 29 R
Common Raven 6 8 3 11 5 14 R
1ain Titmouse 6 5 14 4 28 22 R
Bushtit 20 16 26 62 ‘51 26 kK
Bewick's Wren 35 26 20 14 27 12 R
House Wren 13 3 29 7 13 - R
western Bluebird 2 6 6 4 5 2 R
Swainson's Thrush - 1 2 2 3 1 S



Table 2 (cont.). Bird Ckservations along the Santa Clara River System, 1994:
Santa Clara River from Ventura County Line to Western Limit of Las Brisas

Ranch.
Species date: 4-18 5-5 5~16 6-2 6-14 6-28 Status
American Robin 2 - 3 3 - - R
Wrentit 3 2 6 4 14 15 R
Calif, Thrasher 4 7 8 o 5 2 R
Loggerhead Shrike - 1 - - - - R
Phainopepla - - 8 5 29 8 K
European Starling 1 56 35 19 29 4 R
Bell's Vireo 5 3 4 7 9 3 S
Warbling Vireo 5 4 2 1 - - M
Orange-cr. Warbler - 6 2 - 2 1 S
Yellow wWarbler 6 20 21 10 | 9 S,M
Yellow- r.. Warbler 1 1l - - - - W,M
Black-th. grey warbler - 1 - - - - M
Hermit Warbler - 1 - - - - M
Common Yellowthroat 4 17 30 10 12 56 R
Wilson's wWarbler 9 28 15 4 - - M
Yellow-br. Chat 7 10 15 9 13 10 S
Summer Tanager - - 1 - - - M
Western Tanager 1 3 13 - - - M
Black-headed Grosbeak 22 20 17 28 15 26 S
Biue Grosbeak - 6 3 2 10 7 S
Lazuli Bunting - 3 7 8 2 18 s
Rufous-sided Towhee 16 7 18 16 17 11 R
California Towhee 12 14 25 15 21 10 R
Chipping Sparrow 7 - - - - - M
Lark Sparrow 2 - 2 - - 4 R
Song Sparrow 41 88 73 79 46 62 "R
Lincoln's Sparrow 1 - - - - - M
white-cr. Sparrow 3 - - - - - W,M
Red-winged Blackbird 8 19 12 15 7 7 s
Brewer's Blackbird - - - 1 - - R
Brown—headed Cowbird 24 58 47 41 11 47 S
Hoodea Criole 1 4 5 3 - ) S
Northern Criole 6 - 7 4 g 10 5
House Finch 18 2 26 13 28 10 R
Lesser Goldfinch 35 13 22 18 61 22 R
American Goldfinch 16 - 2 - - - WM
House Sparrow 14 - 10 4 3 6 R
Total Species: 59 63 65 60 53 54
Total Individuals: 787 1128 1125 980 889 902

Total Species on all visits: 86
Total Probable Breeding Species: 55

Status: M - Migrant; R - Resident; S - Summer Cnly; W — Winter Cnly

{)» = Young Birds





